
  

 

Grade: Fourth Grade 

Title: Meet Me in Music 

Week: October 21- November 22 

Source: Various 

Materials: Broomsticks, video clip, lyric sheets, iPod, written music 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG1: Develop skills in music reading 
MPG2: Perform with musical expression 
MPG 3: Listen to music with 
understanding 

State Standard: 
9.1 
9.2 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
1. Music reading skills provide the basis for creating, understanding and performing music 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 
2. Making expressive choices personalizes music  
5. Knowledge of vocal and instrumental techniques are necessary to properly produce quality music  
2. Making expressive choices personalizes music 
 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is music? 
3. How does music impact all of us? 
2. How can music be expressive?  
4. What makes good music good? 
 

Knowledge: 
1. Beat and rhythm are different  
3. Meter determines how beats are grouped 
1. Music is a part of every culture 
2. Local music has impacted us individually and globally 
1. Everyone can sing  
2. Proper vocal skills will create a more confident aesthetically pleasing singer  
3. Singing songs from memory allows for more flexibility to personalize music  
4. Singing a wide variety of music either alone or in groups will create challenging singing scenarios  
1. Music is a personal choice  
3. Audience etiquette is a necessary part of being a responsible music consumer 
 

Skills: 
 
Rhythm: Beat, Meter, Duration, Rhythmic 
Patterns 
1. Demonstrate steady beat, strong beats, the 
upbeat, the off-beat and simple rhythmic patterns 
3. Perform music with meter of 2, 3 or 4 

Procedure: 
Stomp Sticks 
1. Stomp is a percussion group, originating in the 
United Kingdom that uses the body and ordinary 
objects to create music using rhythms from found 
objects. 
2. Show a brief video clip. 



 
 
Cultural Context 
1. Identify and perform examples of traditional 
American folk music 
 
Vocal skills  
1. Demonstrate various uses of the voice (head 
voice, chest voice and falsetto)  
2. Match pitches across and expanded range  
3. Demonstrate appropriate tone quality, posture, 
clarity of diction and breathing  
4. Demonstrate confidence in solo singing by 
singing songs confidently and with correct notes 
and rhythms  
5. Sing songs from memory  
6. Perform one or more of the following: 
traditional songs, folk dances, line dances, action 
songs and singing games from various culture 
7. Sing expressively using variations in tempo, 
dynamics, style and phrasing 
 
Aesthetic Response  
1. Demonstrate quiet and appreciative attention to 
the performance of others and express criticism of 
a performance with clapping, compliments or 
constructive criticism   
3. Demonstrate attentiveness and be actively 
engaged when listening to a piece of music of 
appropriate length and complexity   

3. Have students form a circle 
4. Distribute a “broom stick” to every student 
5. Have the students determine that the time 
signature is 4/4 
6. Have the class tap their sticks to the beat 
7. Determine that the music has four rhythmic 
phrases with two measures of four beats in each 
phrase (phrases 1 & 3 repeat) 
8. Begin learning each phrase independently and 
by rote 
9. Continue practicing and combining phrases until 
students can perform the rhythmic phrases  
10. Discuss the importance of folk music as an 
important historic genre in American music 
11. Explain that although Stomp doesn’t generally 
add music to their compositions, we are going to 
add a medley of American folk music to our piece 
Beat Concentration 
1. Assign each student a number which will NOT 
change for the entire game 
2. Establish a patschen-clap-snap-snap pattern. 
Emphasis should be placed on a steady and even 
beat 
3. Instruct students that they will say their 
number on the first snap (beat 3) and another 
student's number on the second snap (beat 4) If 
the student misses the beat, they must move to 
the last seat, and all others move one seat 
forward 
4. At the end of the activity, students who are in 
seats 1-3 are considered "champions." 
Don’t Give Up On Me 
1. Students will learn the selection by rote.  
2. All students will be guided through proper vocal 
production and technique.  
3. The class will discuss audience etiquette and 
how to implement proper stage/performance 
etiquette  
4. Students will work in small groups to master 
memorization of the lyrics 

 

Assessment: 
-formative assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


